St. Oswald’s Catholic Primary School
Newsletter 17/01/2025

Mission Statement

We walk in the footsteps of Jesus so that we may have life in all its fullness.

John 10-10
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School Website: www.st-oswaldsrcsch.co.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for completing the parent survey that was sent to you last week, your feedback
was extremely positive and your comments help us to continue to improve moving forward.
| am really pleased with the children’s attendance since returning to school after the Christ-
mas break, we are sitting in the green zone, meaning that we are meeting our school tar-
get! Please take some time to read the rest of the Newsletter.

Best wishes,

Mr D Woodhouse

Attendance

We have started 2025 really strongly from an
attendance point of view, with our whole school
attendance being 97.6% since we returned.
This means we are meeting our school aspira-
tional goal—please keep it up through the rest
of the term!

Amber 92—97%
Above 97%

Green

If your child is going to be absent for any rea-
son, please inform the school office on 01915
367922 by 9am on each morning of the ab-
sence. This includes illness, medical appoint-
ments and any other reason for absence.

Please remember that new statutory attend-
ance guidance has come into effect this year,
with some changes to the way attendance is
monitored and penalty notices are issued by
the Local Authority. Please see the “Every
School Day Matters” flyer for details.

Attendance Award

Congratulations to Year 6 who won the
Attendance award this week with 99%

Year 4 — 92%

Our school target is at least 97%

SEND Cafe

We would like to invite all parents and carers
to attend a SEND café at school on Tuesday
28th January at 9.15am. This is a chance to
hear from Miss Godfrey, our SENDCo, about
SEN provision at St Oswalds, and to ask any
questions you may have. Refreshments will
be provided. This session will be beneficial for
anyone with a child with SEND or anyone
who has any questions or would just like

more information.

Non-Uniform Day for Donations

On 31st January we are holding a non-
uniform day. Instead of donating £1, we are
asking you to donate any unwanted or dupli-
cate qifts, any bottles for our tombolas
through the year, any chocolate for our East-
er raffle or things like smellies (both ladies
and mens), craft kits, anything we can use as
a raffle prize.

We will use these donations throughout the
year at our events, and hopefully this means
we won’t have to ask for donations again this
year!

Rockstars Maths Day

Get your air guitars, cool sunglasses and
basslines at the ready for.... Rockstar Maths
Day! On Friday 7th February, we will be cele-
brating Number Day by dressing up as cool
rock stars and taking part in exciting Rockstar
themed maths challenges and problem-
solving tasks.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mr Woodhouse  Mrs Keith

Mr Smith

Miss Godfrey




Grounds Rules

- Please ensure your child stays off the grass
and out of the forest next to the nursery when
school has finished.

- Children should not play football on the yards
or play on the trim trail/gym equipment outside
of school hours.

-Dogs are not allowed into the school grounds.
- Please do not smoke or vape on the school
grounds.

Uniform

Please send your child to school in full school
uniform, and check our uniform policy on our
website for guidance if you are unsure.

https://www.st-oswaldsrcsch.co.uk/school-
uniform/

Earrings, nail varnish/fake nails, false eyelash-
es and make-up are not permitted.

School Meals

School meals are free for children in Recep-
tion, Year 1 and Year 2.

Meals for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
should be paid for in advance via ParentPay.
Accounts that fall into debt will be asked to
provide a packed lunch until the debt is
cleared.

Meals cost £2.50 per day (£12.50 per week).
Please see the menu on our website for the
options available each day.

Year 6 Residential Trip to Kingswood

Our Year 6 residential trip this year will be to
Kingswood in Hexham in June. Letters have
gone out with full information about this trip,
but if you have any questions please see Mr
Smith. The deadline for the £50 deposit is 21st
February, with full payment being due by
23rd May.

Mosqgue Trip—3rd February

Y4, Y5 and Y6 have the opportunity to visit Al
Azhar Mosque in South Shields on 3rd Febru-
ary. As part of their RE curriculum through the
year, they will be learning about diverse faiths
and religions outside Catholicism, and visiting
other places of worship is a great way to do
this. Sessions at the Mosque are led by com-
munity volunteers and include information
about Islam and a tour of the Mosque. We are
asking for a contribution of £9 towards to coach
hire for this trip, please make a payment via
ParentPay if possible.

Royal Northern Sinfonia Trip

On 4th March, KS2 have the opportunity to
watch the Royal Northern Sinfonia perform at
the Glasshouse. This is a special concert for
schools, to open up the world of classical music
to children and inspire their creativity. The or-
chestra will perform pieces from the vast BBC
Ten Pieces library, helping our children discov-
er music that breaks boundaries, inspires hope,
and makes you want to dance!

FSM Eligibility

Please follow this link to check your eligibility
for Free School Meals. If you are already eligi-
ble, there is no need to recheck.

If you are eligible for FSM, your child will also
receive a free drink of milk every day and
would be entitled to any holiday food vouchers
that South Tyneside Council issue, along with
free HAF activities during the school holidays.

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/pp-bccet

Mass Times

Mass is held at St Oswald’s Church at 11am
every Sunday.

Link for pupils to vote in BCCET Awards

Chadwick Celebration Awards 2025
Pupil Nomination Information

—

One of Bishop Chadwick Catholic Education Trusts values is Celebration and we want to celebrate all our staff across the Trust who go
that extra mile. There are seventeen categories in our awards and only pupils can nominate in the Inspirational Staff Award category.

Nominate staff from your school for our Inspirational Staff Award

www.tinyurl.com/pupil2025



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Do021dMCAUi_SoB8_c-d7nsBUs2eU6BBs4HVVfcFw5FUOTNVTzVRQkE2MVlXSzM5MlVZT080U0ZYSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Do021dMCAUi_SoB8_c-d7nsBUs2eU6BBs4HVVfcFw5FUOTNVTzVRQkE2MVlXSzM5MlVZT080U0ZYSi4u

Parent Governor Vacancy Key Dates Spring Term

We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor
(voluntary post). Please contact the school of-

Reception Class Worship—

. . Year 3 Class Worship—

fice for further details. 31st January—Non Uniform day for donations
Lateness 3rd February—Mosque Trip (Y4, Y5, Y6)
- 7th February—Timestables Rockstars Day

We have seen a rise in the number of children Week 7 Nursery Stay and Play TBC

who are late every morning. Please remember

that you can access school from 8.50am and 24th-28th February—Half Term

the main school bell goes at 8.55am
(Morning Nursery starts at 8.45am). Late ar-
rivals disrupt the whole class and can make it
hard for your child to settle into the school day.

4th March—Royal Northern Sinfonia Trip (KS2)
6th March—School Photo Day
18th March—Music Festival (Choir)

20th March—Music Festival (Year 2)
Afternoon Nursery starts at 12.25pm. Please . ]
make sure you are here by then. Coming in Friday 11th April—Last day of term—1.15pm
later through the front entrance can be intimi- finish

dating for your child as we have to walk them
through the very busy, noisy dinner hall.

Animal Workshop—Y1, 2,3 and N

Amanda’s Creature Comforts visited us on
Wednesday, and gave lots of our children a
chance to learn about different reptiles, am-
phibians and insects up close. We were lucky
enough to meet and handle several different
species. We also learned about different habl-
tats, animal teeth and digestion,
and diet and food chains. What
a brilliant way to bring science to
life!

AWARDS—10th January 2025
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FOOTPRINT AWARD ENGLISH AWARD MATHS AWARD  + GoLD HOT CHOCOLATE **
Freya - Reception Tommy T - Reception Isla G - Reception = %
Aidah - Year 1 Harley-Rae - Year 1 Mia - Year 1 i AWARD i
Faith - Year 2 EllaW - Year2 Preston - Year 2 ¥ Noor - Reception S
Ben - Year3 Alarna - Year 3 Alexis —Year 3 *  Myla Rose - Year1 ¢
Salvador - Year 4 Michael - Year 4 Ayla - Year 4 N Aria - Year 2 *
Lily L - Year 5 Aleigha - Year 5 Charlie F-Year5 % Jase - Year3 x
Mila - Year 6 Hallie - Year 6 Oscar - Year 6 % Reed- Year 4 A
Yo Ruby - Year 5 g
i Betsie - Year 6 i
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AWARDS—17th January 2025 %’ GoLD HOT CHOCOLATE "
FOOTPRINT AWARD ENGLISH AWARD MATHS AWARD z . . i
Nevaeh - Reception Lewis - Reception Kythen - Reception . Emelia - Reception .
Marcus - Year 1 Ruby - Year 1 Grace - Year 1 e Xander - Year 1 P
Darcie - Year 2 Vada - Year 2 Jacob - Year 2 YAS Amelia - Year 2 YAS
Leona - Year 3 Emily - Year 3 Rylee — Year 3 i Emilia - Year 3 i
Kaylen - Year4 Riley - Year4 Harley D - Year 4 i Kota-Kai - Year 4 i
Koby - Year 5 Hollie - Year 5 Emily - Year 5 ¢~ Rosabella-Year5
Heidi - Year 6 Austen - Year 6 Kristen - Year 6 i Ellie- Year 6 i
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“ Reading for pleasure opens up new worlds ey

for children. It gives them the opportunity to \ The 0\3\1]

use their imagination to explore new ideas, ' 3 Who Was
visit new places and meet new characters. . At "
m Interestingly, reading for pleasure also im- I d d

. proves children’s well-being and empathy. It
) ~ helps them to understand their own identity,

7 ' and gives them an insight into the world and
ll the views of oth-
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Recommended by
Year 2

Here are some books that our
children have enjoyed reading
this half term so far. You can find
them and hundreds of other fan-
tastic books for free in our local
library, The Word. If you discov-
er any new favourite books you'd
~ like to share, please let us know!

You can email
tso_info@stoswaldsrc.co.uk with

what you've been reading, or let
your class teacher know.
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