St. Oswald’s Catholic Primary School
Newsletter 14/11/2025

Mission Statement

We walk in the footsteps of Jesus so that we may have life in all its fullness.

John 10-10
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School Website: www.stoswaldsrc.co.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,

We’ve had a fantastic start to the half term! A huge congratulations to the children who sang so
beautifully at the Remembrance Day service at West Park, and to our amazing School Sport Organ-
ising Crew - | know they will be great ambassadors for our school.

There’s so much to look forward to in the coming weeks, including our Christmas nativities and the
Year 6 Carol Service — always such special occasions for our school community.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Wishing you all a lovely weekend!

Mr D. Woodhouse

Attendance

Attendance has been fantastic so far this
term, thank you to everyone for your efforts.
Please keep it up through the rest of the
term!

Amber 92-96.99%
97% and above

Green

If your child is going to be absent, please
inform the school office on 01915 367922 by
9am on each morning of the absence.

Change of date—KS2 Nativity

Due to our Choir having been invited to sing
at a very prestigious event at the Town Hall,
we have moved our KS2 Nativity from Tues-
day 9th December to Friday 12th Decem-
ber, with performances at 9.30am and
2.30pm. We apologise for the change as we
know some people need to book time off
work, but it was unavoidable to allow the
choir to take advantage of such an amazing
opportunity.

Year 5’s Advent Wreath will now be on
Tuesday 9th December at 3pm.

Attendance Award

Congratulations to Reception who won the At-
tendance award this week with 98.8%
Reception — 98.8%

Year 3 —90.5%
Year 4 — 96.2%
Year 5 —96.7%
Year 6 - 97.9%
Our school target is at least 97%

This half term we have managed 96.1% overall!

Pantomime

M&M Theatre Productions visited school today
and performed Robin Hood for all classes from
Reception to Year 6. The children loved the
show and it really sparked their imaginations.
I’'m sure they will tell you all about it!

Christmas Fair

Our Christmas Fair will be on Wednesday 26th
November from 3.30pm.

We are gratefully accepting donations towards
our bottle tombola, Christmas raffle and as priz-
es for our games—if you are able to, please
send in any donations of bottles of wine/beer,
any sweets, chocolate or biscuits, any Christ-
massy treats or nice smellies like hand soap
and candles, etc.

Our Designated Safequarding Leads are:

* Mr Woodhouse * Mrs Keith * Mr Smith * Miss Porter * Mrs Frey *
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Reception trip to Urban Factory

Our reception class have the chance to visit the
Urban Factory in Hebburn on 2nd December to
take part in some gross-motor activities such
as parkour and gymnastics.

Please consent via Arbor for your child to go on
the trip, and make a donation of £5 towards the
cost of transport if possible.

Nursery Trip to West Boldon Lodge

Our Nursery class will be visiting Santa’s Win-
ter Wonderland at West Boldon Lodge on
Tuesday 9th December. Please see the letter
from Miss Porter for more details, and we look
forward to sharing some pictures of the event
afterwards!

EYFS Café and Phonics Cafes

Thank you to everyone who attended our Early
Years Café (Reception and Nursery parents)
and our Phonics Café (Y1 and Y2 parents). If
you missed these events and would like more
information, please speak to your child’s class
teacher.

Hoops for Health

Four players from the Newcastle Eagles visited
Year 5 on Monday, and delivered a workshop
about how basketball can help us stay healthy.
The children learned about hydration, staying
active, and got to play some basketball with the
real professionals!

School Sport Organising Crew

On Friday 7th November, Lucy, Rhys, Louie
and Phoebe became Sports Leaders within St
Oswalds, and joined the School Sport Oragnis-
ing Crew across South Tyneside. They will em-
power and support fellow students in school to
become more involved in sport and physical ac-
tivity, whilst building their own leadership skills.
Congratulations, we know you will be great am-
bassadors!

Children In Need

Thank you for all coming in such lovely outfits
for our non-uniform day, and for being so gen-
erous with your donations. We raised £80.50
for this fantastic cause.

Year 2 Celebration of the Word

Year 2 were very proud to welcome their par-
ents, carers and family members into school on
10th November to share Clas Worship with
them. The children spoke beautifully about the

Remembrance Day

Our Choir took part in a service at West Park on
Tuesday 11th November. They sang a very
moving rendition of “We Remember”. We are all
very proud of how they handled the poor weath-
er conditions to represent our school on such an
important occasion.

Tesco Blue Tokens

You can now vote for us in local Tesco stores,
to win up to £1500 to spend on resources for
the children. Just grab a blue token when you
check out and then put it into our slot before
you leave store. Winning this money will be put
to very good use on new outdoor equipment for
the children to use at breaktimes and
lunchtimes.

Bikeability

Year 4 had the opportunity to take part in Bikea-
bility last week, and all enjoyed learning some
new skills and polishing up what they already
knew about road safety and cycling.

Year 5 Bikeability starts on Monday for 4 days.
Bikes and helmets can be brought in on Monday
and then left at school for the week if you would
like. Please consent via the emailed link if you
haven'’t already and would like your child to take
part.



Trips and Clubs RE Learning
We are now using Arbor for all trips and clubs 77 \z* 7] Nursery enjoyed learn-
sign up. Please keep an eye on your emails

' . . " ing about the sacrament
for all information about upcoming after " of Baptism this week
school clubs and trips. > '

Reception visited our
Church to explore the

@ space and find out
about key features, es-
pecially those used in
Baptism such as the
font.

St Oswald’s Church Christmas Fair

St Oswald’s Church are hosting a Christmas
Fair on Saturday 29th November from 1-3pm.
There will be a variety of Christmassy stalls,
games and refreshments.

Free School Meals

Religious Christmas Craft Night

Please follow this link to check your child’s
eligibility for Free School Meals. If you are al-
ready eligible, you need not reapply, as once
confirmed, eligibility remains in place until the
end of primary school.

You are invited to join us for a Christmas Craft
night on Wednesday 3rd December from
3.30pm, where you can make Christmas orna-
ments and other crafts with your child. Places
are limited to 25 children, and we ask for a £5
donation per child towards the cost of resources.
Please sign up via the Arbor School Shop.

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/pp-
bccet

Key Dates Autumn Term 2025

17"-20" November - Y5 Bikeability
Friday 21st November—Y2 Tennis Festival Trip

Monday 24" November — 9.15am Y4 class worship
Wednesday 26™ November — Christmas Fair from 3.30pm
Saturday 29th November 1-3pm—St Oswald’s Church Christmas Fair

Monday 1st December 3pm— Year 3 Advent Wreath
Tuesday 2nd December—Reception trip to Urban Factory
Wednesday 3" December — RE Craft Night 3.30-5pm
Thursday 4th December 3pm—Year 4 Advent Wreath

Monday 8th December 3.30pm- January Nursery Starters Meeting
Tuesday 9th December 3pm—Year 5 Advent Wreath
Tuesday 9th December—Nursery trip to Winter Wonderland
Wednesday 10th December—9.30am—Nursery and Reception Nativity
Thursday 11th December—9.30am and 2.40pm—Year 1 and 2 Nativity
Friday 12th December— 9.30am and 2.30pm—Y3, 4 and 5 Nativity

Monday 15th December 5.30pm—Y6 Carol Service at Church (TBC)
Tuesday 16th December—Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day
Wednesday 17th December—Christmas Party Day
Thursday 18th December 3pm—Year 6 Advent Wreath

Friday 19" December — Last day of term 1.15pm finish

Monday 5th January—Inset Day
Tuesday 6th January—Children return to school
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