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                       Mission Statement  

We walk in the footsteps of Jesus so that we may have life in all its fullness. 
John 10-10 

School Website: www.stoswaldsrc.co.uk 

Congratulations to Year 6 who are on track to 
win the Attendance Award this week with 96.1%  

Reception — 95.6%    
Year 1 – 91.7% 

Year 2 – 93.97% 

Year 3 – 93.4% 

Year 4 – 91.7% 

Year 5 – 94.6% 

 Year 6 - 96.1% 

 

Our school target is at least 97% 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

As we come to the end of a busy and enjoyable half term, I would like to take a moment to 
reflect on the many wonderful experiences the children have enjoyed over the past few 
weeks. It has been a lively and productive period, filled with trips out of school, exciting visi-
tors, our always-popular Number Day, and a range of sporting activities—including the girls’ 
football team fixtures and the Year 5 Hoops4Health basketball sessions. 
Our school attendance this year has been very strong overall. However, this half term we 
have seen a slight dip due to several illnesses circulating. I am hopeful that, after the half-
term break, attendance will return to its usual high standard and that we will go on to achieve 
our best average attendance in several years. 
The children continue to make excellent progress in their learning, and their behaviour 
around school has been exemplary. They should be incredibly proud of the positive attitudes 
they show each day. 
Looking ahead, we have another busy, exciting half term to look forward to, with events in-
cluding Parents’ Evening, World Book Day, school photo day, the Year 5 Celebration of the 
Word, the SATs parent meeting, and the Music Festival—just to name a few. 
Thank you for your continued support. I hope you all enjoy a well deserved rest over the half-
term break.  
Mr D. Woodhouse 

Attendance Award 

Attendance has taken a bit of a dip at the 
start of this term due mainly to illness. We 
hope everyone has now recovered and can 
be back in school as soon as possible! 

 

 

 

If your child is going to be absent, please 
inform the school office on 01915 367922 by 
9am on each morning of the absence. 

Red Under 92% 

Amber 92-96.99% 

Green 97% and above 

Attendance 

If you ever have any safeguarding related concerns at all, please speak to a Designated 
Safeguarding Lead.  

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:       
 * Mr Woodhouse * Mrs Keith * Mr Smith * Miss Porter * Mrs Frey * 

Parents Evening will be held on 9th and 11th 
March 2026. We will dismiss the children at 
3.15pm on these days, so that we can get set 
up ready for a 3.30pm start. Appointments 
are now available to book through Arbor. 

Parents Evening—Pick Up 3.15pm 

Year 3 hosted a 
very well-attended 
Celebration of the 
Word on the theme 
of journeys. Thank 
you all for attending, 
we are sure the chil-
dren made you very 
proud! 

Y3 Celebration of the Word 



World Book Day—4th March 

The children in Year 2 have be learning about 
how the knowledge they have gained in their 
materials topic in science can be used to test if 
certain materials are suitable for toys. They test-
ed a range of materials for a toy car race track 
surface.  

Last week, Year 5 went to St Wilfrid's school 
for a taster of life at a secondary school, and 
they took part in some exciting lessons.  

 

They created amaz-
ing art pieces, mak-
ing patterns using 
different ink tech-
niques. They then 
created catapults out 
of marshmallows in a 
Science lesson.  
 

The children be-
haved beautifully 
and was a great 
morning (despite the 
rain!).  

We are delighted that Year 6 will be going back 
to Newby Wiske in Yorkshire for their residential 
this year. Please reserve your child’s place by 
paying a £50 deposit on Arbor by 20th February.  

Year 6 trip to Languages Centre 

Breakfast With A Book 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, we 
are inviting parents and carers into school to 
read with your child whilst enjoying some toast 
and a hot drink. If you would like to attend, 
please let us know via Arbor in the “trips” sec-
tion. 

Monday 2nd March 9-9.30am—Reception, 
Nursery, Y5 and Y6 

Thursday 5th March 9-9.30am—Y3 and Y4 

Friday 6th March 9-9.30am—Y1 and Y2 

Year 5 Trip to St Wilfrid’s 

Y6 Residential 

We will be celebrating World Book Day on 
Wednesday 4th March 2026. Children are invit-
ed to come in to school dressed as their favour-
ite character, book or story. 

Peek a Book Competition 

This year’s World Book Day competition is 
‘Peek a Book’. Children are invited to think 
about how a favourite book could be represent-
ed in a jar or box. It can be a book of their 
choice, but no books must be damaged in the 
making of your jar please! Any box/jar container 
can be used. Children must carefully put cho-
sen items into the box that represent and pro-
vide clues about their book, selected quotes 
from the book and ideas about its characters or 
setting can also be included. 

Please make sure that your ‘Peek a Book’ com-
petition entries are clearly labelled your child’s 
first name and class. All entries must be in 
school on the morning of Wed 4th

 March for 
judging and the jars will be displayed for every-
one to see as part of our 
World Book Day celebra-
tions.. Winners will be an-
nounced on Fri 6th

 March.  

On Thursday 12th February, Year 6 visited the 
Language Centre at Newcastle University to 
learn about the importance of learning different 
languages and the opportunities that are availa-
ble at University. They also had a tour of the 
campus and the many building which are used 
a for a variety of different subjects.   

Science in Year 2 



On Friday 6th February, we celebrated National Number Day by dressing up as what we 
would like to be when we grow up. We had an amazing range of career aspirations represent-
ed, including scientists, doctors, nurses, vets, artists, pop stars, police officers, bus drivers, 
princesses and more!  

We spent the day learning about how maths is used in all careers, from scaling recipes in a 
restaurant to being architects for the day and designing floor plans and working out perime-
ters, to using up a budget to decorate our bedrooms as interior designers! 

Number Day! 

 

 

Key Dates Spring Term 2026 

 

Friday 20th Feb—Finish for Half Term 3.25pm 

 

Monday 23rd February—Friday 27th February—Half Term 

 

Monday 2nd March—Return to school 
Wednesday 4th March—World Book Day (non-uniform) 

Thursday 5th March—Y2 trip to West Boldon Lodge 

 

Monday 9th March—Parents Evening 3.30-6pm (Pick up 3.15pm) 
Wednesday 11th March—Parents Evening 3.30-6pm (Pick up 3.15pm) 

Thursday 12th March—School Photo Day 

 

Tuesday 17th March—Music Festival (choir) evening performance 

Wednesday 18th March—Music Festival (Y2) evening performance 

Thursday 19th March—3.30pm SATs meeting for Y6 parents 

Friday 20th March—Y5 class worship 9.15am 

 

Thursday 26th March—Nursery Easter Stay and Play 10.30am and 2.15pm 

Friday 27th March—Easter Bonnets/Garden of Gethsemane competition 9.15am 

Thursday 2nd April—Chocolate Raffle drawn 

 

Thursday 2nd April—Finish for Easter at 1.15pm 

 



Love from Nursery Children’s Mental Health Week 

Every year, our Trust celebrates members of 
staff who make a big difference to a pupils 
and school life.  

We would like you to think about all the staff 
at our school, including the Headteacher and 
teachers, the teaching assistants, the office 
staff, the kitchen staff, caretaking team etc. If 
there is someone that you think has done a 
really good job then you can nominate them 
for this award.  

For younger pupils you may need to ask an 
adult for some help to make your nomination.  

Nominations need to be a minimum of 50 
words and a maximum of 200 words, you can 
use the link below to access the nomination 
form. Follow this link: pupil2026 | Bishop 
Chadwick Catholic Education Trust or type in 
http://Www.bccet.org.uk//pupil2026 to your 
browser. 
 

Nominations will close on Friday 20 March 
2026.  

Nominate a member of staff 
who has made a difference 

On February 10, 2026, we marked Safer Inter-
net Day, a global initiative focusing on helping 
children navigate the digital world safely. We 
encourage parents to have open conversations 
with children about their online lives, set clear 
boundaries, use parental controls, and teach 
them to report anything worrying to a trusted 
adult.  You can visit  Parents and Carers - UK 
Safer Internet Centre for more info and tips in-
cluding: 

• Keep Communication Open: Ask children 
what they enjoy online and tell them it is okay 
to feel worried or upset by something they see, 
encouraging them to speak to you. 

• Set Boundaries: Use parental controls on 
devices, games, and apps to limit access to 
inappropriate content and ensure safety. 

• Protect Personal Information: Teach chil-
dren never to share personal details like pass-
words, school names, or phone numbers, and 
to treat online strangers with caution. 

• Encourage Kindness: Remind children to 
be good friends online, just as they would in 
person, and to tell a trusted adult if they see 
bullying. 

Discuss AI & Scams: With AI increasing, talk 
about how not everything online is real, and 
teach them to be cautious of scams or requests 
to meet up.  

Safer Internet Day 

In school, we are celebrating 'Children's Mental 
Health Week', although we also recognise the 
need for mental health support to be integrated 
into our daily and weekly routines all year round. 
We are  committed to developing children’s skills 
and understanding of their mental health, recog-
nising that managing your mental health requires 
tools and strategies that must first be taught.  

Throughout Children’s 
Mental Health Week, we 
have focussed on our 
theme of Belonging, and 
practiced techniques for 
regulating ourselves. 
Nursery have tried very 
hard to practice mindful meditation! 

Remember that you can use and access the 
'MyHappyMind' app to support you and your fam-
ily at home.  

Nursery have had a lot of fun with valentines 
themed activities this week, practicing fine 
motor control by painting hearts and getting 
messy with pink slime! 

https://bccet.org.uk/pupil2026
https://bccet.org.uk/pupil2026
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers

